
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MANITOUWADGE

POLICY

SECTION: PUBLIC WORKS POLICY #: PW2007-003

POLICY: PLUGGED SEWER LATERAL

PURPOSE:

Determination of maintenance responsibility for plugged sewer lateral.

POLICY:

1. The Township of Manitouwadge operates and maintains a sanitary sewage collection and
disposal system for the benefit of property owners and residents whose premises are
connected to it. The operation and maintenance are carried out, by the Township or others, in
compliance with the current standards for such systems.

This includes all reasonable efforts to -

1.1 ensure that the system operates without interruption or incident; and,

1.2 mitigate to the greatest extent possible the impacts of any system failure, of which the
most common type is physical obstruction of a pipe in the collection system.

2. Municipal and Private Components

2.1 Ownership

The sanitary sewage collection system consists of facilities owned by private property
owners and facilities owned by the Township of Manitouwadge. For ownership purposes,
in general, the dividing line between the two components is the property line dividing the
private property from the street or other public land, right-of-way or easement on which the
municipal sewer mains are installed.

2.2 Maintenance Responsibility

2.2.1 The owner of any premises connected to the sanitary sewer system is
responsible for maintenance and repair of the portion of the lateral pipe from the
premises to the property line at the street, right of way or easement on which
the municipal sewer mains are installed.

2.2.2 The municipality is responsible for maintenance and repair of all mains and
other components of the system such as manhoies, lifi stations, force mains,
etc, and for the portion of any laterai installed under a street, right-of-way or
easement.
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2.2.3 Notwithstanding the preceding, if, in the opinion of the Township

Superintendent, a repair to the private portion of a lateral has been necessitated

as a result of work on a main carried out by the Township, the Township will

assume responsibility for such repair.

2.3 The Township will respond as promptly as possible to all reports of sewer

obstructions.

• Call received from home/business owner regarding a plugged sewer. Municipal

Employee directed to location to investigate.

• Employee upon arrival opens street man holes - one upstream and one

downstream.

• Employee assesses if there is a continuous running of sewage, between manholes

or not.

• If evaluation concludes a non-interrupted sewer flow between manholes in the

street, the problem is between the street and home/business owners building (their

lateral).

• Home/business owners are informed of the situation, the plugged sewer line

determined to be their lateral. They are informed to call a plumber at their own cost

to rectif’ the problem.

• Where obstructions occur within the area of the Township’s maintenance

responsibility, the cost of clearing the lines will be bome by the Township.

LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES

The Township operates and maintains the sanitary sewage system in accordance with current

standards, and makes all reasonable efforts to ensure that the system operates without

interruption or incident. The Township therefore will not accept liability for damages to

private property arising from blockages in the sanitary sewer system.

Approval: Resolution #2007-

ç/ Municipal Manager Clerk
Council Meeting of: 11/072007

Treasurer
Original Issue:

Supersedes Policy It Dated: /_L Revised Issue: C
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